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White House spokesperson Marlin Fitzwater told reporters on Oct. 13 that President Reagan is
prepared to call a special session of Congress for the purpose of releasing $16.5 million in stockpiled
weapons to the Nicaraguan Resistance in the event that the Nicaraguan government attacks the
contras. Fitzwater said that Reagan "won't desert the contras." The spokesperson said that the
Sandinista regime should be on notice that an attack "could not occur without some kind response
from the United States. The president would indeed be willing to call a special session, if necessary."
Fitzwater added that the administration does not want a special session which could consider any
item in addition to contra aid. A defense spending bill signed by Reagan two weeks ago includes
$27 million in non-military aid for the contras. It also establishes procedures under which a speedy
vote could be taken on release of arms and ammunition previously approved for the contras but not
delivered after Congress halted military aid in February. (Basic data from several sources, including
New York Times, 10/14/88)
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